
Dandelions at King Edward Point 
David Nicholls
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Whaling

Before the advent of whaling, the

Southern Ocean was teeming with

baleen whales, particularly around

South Georgia.

Whaling started on South Georgia in 1904 and con-
tinued until the mid 1960s, when it was no longer
profitable. South Georgia became the whaling cap-
ital of the world, based at land stations and on
floating factory ships. Hunting was intensive and
thousands of whales were taken each year, year
after year. Both males and females were taken,
mainly of baleen whales. Small numbers of toothed

whales were also taken, although sperm whale
populations were less affected as reproductive
females are thought to have stayed north of the
range of the whaling operations.

In 1932/33, partly in response to the collapse of the
whale oil market, whaling companies made
attempts to regulate and restrict the catch of
whales by international agreement. In 1946, the
International Convention on Whaling was signed
leading to the formation of the International
Whaling Commission (IWC), which set limits for the
number and species of whales that could be killed.
In 1982 the IWC voted a moratorium on commer-
cial whaling. The South Georgia Maritime Zone is
part of the Southern Ocean Sanctuary established
by the IWC in 1994. 
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Elephant seal blubber yields an oil equivalent to the highest quality whale oil. The harvest of elephant seals was as

important as the pelts of fur seals when sealing started on South Georgia in the late 18th century. Later, fur seal pelts

became very valuable when a method of removing guard hairs was devised. However, the fur seals were taken in such

huge numbers that their numbers started to dwindle and the population was severely depleted by the early 1900s. 

Elephant seals fared better because it was less economical to hunt them where they were not present in large num-

bers. Elephant seals were hunted as a sideline to whaling during Grytviken’s first year of operation in 1904/05.

Sealing from Grytviken was carried out by specialist crews using mostly obsolete whalecatchers. Sealing gangs drove

the seals to the water’s edge where they were shot and flensed. The blubber was loaded on board and taken back to

Grytviken where the oil was extracted. A mature bull yielded around 80 gallons of oil. 

After World War II, when shore stations were finding it harder to com-

pete with pelagic factory ships, the production of around 2,000 tons

of seal oil per year became increasingly important to the profitability

of Grytviken. In the early 1960s, before Grytviken closed, seal oil

accounted for nearly one third of total oil production.

In a bid to prevent a recurrence of the earlier overexploitation of fur

seals, the Falkland Islands Government issued the Seal Fishery

(Consolidation) Ordinance in 1909.  Elephant sealing was regulated by

dividing the coastline of South Georgia into four sectors, each of

which was allotted a quota of 2,000 seals. Only three divisions would

be worked each year, in rotation, the fourth being left undisturbed.

There was a close season for breeding and there were also four

reserves where seals were fully protected. Only male seals could be

killed. By 1930 the population began to decline and when the total

quota was raised to 7,500 and then 9,000 in the 1940s this became

more marked. In 1952, the total quota was reduced to 6,000 again and

there was a minimum length limit on seals that could be killed. The

population soon rose again and oil production also increased because

the average age, and size, of the slaughtered seals increased. Elephant

sealing continued on a sustainable basis until Grytviken closed in 1964.

Robert Burton

Polar historian

Sealing

Elephant seal slaughter   
Nigel Bonner
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Some large whale species such as the southern
right whale, fin whale and humpback whale are
now beginning to recover. However, others such as
the blue whale remain extremely scarce.

For further information see www.iwcoffice.org

Grytviken clean-up

In 1998 the South Georgia Government commis-
sioned a report which showed that there were oil
residues, asbestos and other hazardous materials
remaining at Grytviken. In addition, as most of the
buildings had not been maintained since the whal-
ing station was closed in the 1960s, some buildings
were starting to collapse.

In 2002, a programme was put in place to remove
all hazardous substances, potential pollutants and
unstable structures from Grytviken in order to
make it safe for those who live, work and visit
there, and to minimise future environmental
damage. 

Recognising the historical importance of Grytviken,
the Government wished to preserve as much as
possible of the machinery and processing equip-
ment in situ. However, many buildings had to be
demolished because of the dangers they would
present if they continued to deteriorate. Grytviken
was studied and surveyed by the Norwegian South
Georgia Industrial Archaeology Project in 1992/93
(see page 34) and there were further consultations
with specialists in Norway to ensure that as much
as possible of the whaling heritage was conserved.

Advice was taken from the UK Environment
Agency on the best method of disposal for the very
large volume of asbestos and it was decided to
bury the asbestos on site. In addition, heavy oils 

In early 2006, a clean-up team led by the British Antarctic Survey (BAS) Environmental

Office safely removed more than 800m3 of demolition waste from the old Bird Island

station, as well as the abandoned BAS huts, reindeer exclosure fences and former

work sites at Carlita Bay, Johnson Beach, Moltke Harbour, Hound Bay, Husvik,

Tønsburg Point, Ocean Harbour, Sörling Valley and Schlieper Bay. Most of these field

sites were established by BAS during the 1970s and 1980s, and had not been visited

since. In their dilapidated condition, the huts and exclosures posed a risk to the island’s

fauna. Before demolition could start, hazardous substances were removed for safe dis-

posal. The eight operational BAS huts on South Georgia were also inspected, and haz-

ardous substances removed. 

By cleaning up our legacy on South Georgia, BAS has demonstrated its commitment

to the long-term environmental protection of the island.

Roderick Downie

Environmental Manager, British Antarctic Survey

Removal of huts and exclosures on South Georgia

BAS Environmental Manager
removing asbestos from St
Andrew’s Bay hut  
Jamie Watts

Number of whales caught at South Georgia

Whale catchers at Grytviken in 1955
Norman Leppard
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Removal of insecure roof from building at Grytviken
Morrison/South Georgia Government

needed to be removed from tanks on shore and
from three partly sunken ships. An Environmental
Impact Assessment was undertaken before plans
were finalised.

A lined pit was prepared for the disposal of the
asbestos. Several buildings were demolished and
buried as it was often not possible to get to the
asbestos without removing some or all of the roof
and walls. Unsafe and potentially dangerous build-
ings were also demolished.

The oil removal team, including full salvage crew
and divers, patched up the holes in the hulls and
re-floated the three former sealing and whaling
vessels Albatros, Dias and Petrel. They heated the
oils and pumped them out, and removed or sealed
any asbestos. The decontaminated ships were then
pulled into excavated gaps in the shore. 

Cleaning the largest bulk fuel tanks was particular-
ly unpleasant and labour-intensive. A total of 600
tonnes of oil was removed by the end of the clean-
up project.

Introduced species

Visitors have brought to South Georgia a wide
range of alien species over the past 150 years.
These have included microbes, algae, fungi, mosses,
lichens, vascular plants, invertebrates, fish, birds
and mammals. These species may have arrived in
many ways: on clothing and personal baggage and
equipment, attached to fresh fruit and vegetables,
in vehicles, attached to the hulls of ships and boats,
on anchor chains and in ballast water or even by
deliberate introductions. Of course new species can
also reach the island by natural means carried on
birds from southern South America and the
Falkland Islands, or even attached to floating
marine debris. Some alien species have survived,
and in some cases have come to particular habitats,
altering irrevocably the natural ecosystems.

Sealers and whalers introduced a range of domes-
tic animals and birds to South Georgia mainly to
provide food. These included horses, pigs, sheep,
poultry, rabbits, cats and reindeer. The reindeer
were the only species to become established.
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In the first Environmental Management Plan the South Georgia

Government indicated that a phased eradication of the reindeer

would be undertaken after the completion of a relocation project. 

The two South Georgia reindeer herds are considered to be a valuable

genetic resource. On three occasions between 1911 and 1925, small

numbers of reindeer were introduced from Norway. The two surviv-

ing herds have remained completely isolated from each other, so each

herd represents a unique gene pool. 

Translocation of reindeer fawns from South Georgia to the Falkland

Islands was proposed by the Falkland Islands Government (FIG)

Department of Agriculture in 1999 with two objectives: firstly, to pre-

serve the valuable genetic resources of at least one of these herds;

secondly, to facilitate the diversification of the Falkland Islands’ agri-

cultural sector by establishing a commercial reindeer herd.

In early 2001, an international team herded reindeer from the Busen herd into a temporary corral at the abandoned

whaling station of Husvik. Fawns were selected and prepared for translocation, paying significant attention to health,

welfare and nutrition. A total of 26 female and 33 male fawns were translocated successfully to the Falkland Islands.

The reindeer were initially managed as a single herd by the Department of Agriculture and after successful breeding

the herd was transferred to a small number of private farms. 

In 2001 and again in 2002, a private expedition translocated a further 34 fawns from both South Georgia reindeer

herds. This herd now numbers nearly 100 animals.  

The Government plan to eradicate the Busen reindeer herd during the next five year period. The reasons for choosing

the Busen herd, rather than the Barff herd are because the location is logistically easier and the herd is less widespread

and to allow the diverse flora around Stromness and Fortuna Bay to re-establish and ensure that no reindeer are

injured or killed in the debris of the whaling station.

The effects of the removal of the Busen herd will be studied to see how well the vegetation recovers. The desirability

of eradicating reindeer entirely from South Georgia will be considered in the next Environmental Management Plan.

Reindeer removal

Two stags from Busen herd  
Andrew Rankin

Two other mammal species were introduced acci-
dentally from ships: rats and mice. Brown rats are
established along the entire north-eastern coast
and the south coast at the north-west end of the
island. They eat tussac grass, kelp, beetles, insects
and dead carcasses. They also eat ground-nesting
birds such as pipits and the smaller burrowing
petrels. Brown rats are eaten by skuas and kelp
gulls. The population of house mice is restricted to
two areas on the south coast of South Georgia: the
Nunez Peninsula and the coastline from Shallop
Cove to Cape Rosa. They nest in and eat tussac
grass and insects. House mice are larger than nor-
mal for the species as they have adapted to the
cold temperatures by producing extra fat.

Reindeer were brought from Norway between
1911 and 1925 to provide meat for the whalers.
Two isolated herds, the Barff and the Busen,
became established and in total they number over
2,000. They are the largest land animals on South

Georgia, and have no natural predators but suffer
periodic mass mortality when the food supply fails.
Trampling and heavy grazing has caused consider-
able soil erosion and permanent loss of biodiversity
in the plant communities. Also the deer’s grazing
and movement encourages the further spread of
introduced plant species which have come to domi-
nate some of the most damaged areas. The contin-
uing recession of glacier fronts is likely to allow the
animals to spread further into undamaged areas
unless control measures are instigated.

Several introduced species of insect have been
recorded, including mites and beetles. Both of the
introduced carabid beetles prey on an endemic
South Georgia beetle. Introduced springtail species
compete for habitat with the native springtail.
There are three introduced spiders.

Many plant species were probably introduced
accidentally with animal foodstuffs brought in by
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sealers and whalers, but there have also been more
recent introductions. Although most cannot survive
the harsh climate for more than a year or two, sev-
eral species still exist on the island and reproduce
successfully. Introduced plant species are mainly
found around the whaling stations, except for the
more successful introductions such as the grass Poa
annua, dandelion and mouse-eared chickweed
which spread in the heavily grazed areas.

The introduction and transfer of non-native species
on South Georgia is of great concern. Rats are
threatening native ground-nesting birds and rein-
deer are trampling plants and causing erosion. The
effects of many introduced species have not yet
been properly investigated.

The policy of the South Georgia Government, as
with other sub-Antarctic islands, is to remove all
non-native species where possible and prevent fur-
ther introductions. Rats are by far the highest pri-
ority for eradication. The Government plans to
eradicate the Busen reindeer herd within the next
five years. Introduced plants and invertebrates will
be removed where possible.

Two factors are of particular concern:

1. The increase in human activity on South Georgia.
There is evidence to suggest a relationship
between the numbers of human visitors and the
numbers of introduced species that have become
established.

2. Climate change. A warmer climate is less hostile
to new species and the chances of successful
colonisation are therefore increasing.

A recently introduced plant, hairy bittercress, has been spreading on King Edward Point

(KEP). The bittercress, which has deep green leaves and small white flowers, was first

seen in 2002 in a patch alongside the track at KEP. The plant was probably introduced

accidentally from the Falkland Islands, and produces small seedpods that fling seeds out

explosively when ripe. The seeds can also stick like a burr to animals and human

clothing and the species has now established itself in gravel areas and amongst the

vegetation on the Point. The Government decided to attempt eradication before

the plant spreads further. 

This is the first time eradication of an introduced plant has been attempted on South Georgia. As well as attempts by

staff at KEP to dig up the most prominent clumps of the plant, the main affected areas are being sprayed with a her-

bicide every summer. An initial selective herbicide failed to kill the plants and further chemicals are now being used.

Seeds can remain dormant in the soil for many years, so control may prove impossible for this species. This highlights

the need for extra vigilance to avoid any further introductions to the island.

Controlling introduced bittercress 

Bittercress flowers 
Pat Lurcock

Rat at King Edward Point 
Stig-Tore Lund

Cow parsley at Grytviken
David Walton
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The Government has therefore introduced strict
mitigation measures with a view to preventing any
further introductions. The Government ‘Guidelines
for prevention of introduction and translocation of
alien species’, available on the South Georgia web-
site, must be followed at all times. Eradication pro-
grammes can be very expensive, may take a long
time and may not succeed.

Scientific investigations

Scientific activities may also have an impact on the
natural environment. Careful planning of science
projects must include consideration of these
impacts and measures for mitigating them. Proper
ethical standards for dealing with animals or birds
must be observed. Those handling birds must have
had appropriate certification and training, and it
is imperative when attaching electronic equip-
ment or marker tags to animals to ensure that this
will not disadvantage the animal in its search for
food or a mate.

The Government of South Georgia expects that
those proposing to handle or interfere with ani-
mals will be able to provide clear assurances that
they will adopt ethical standards corresponding as
far as is practicable with those set by the UK
Government Home Office. Ethical guidelines will
be posted on the South Georgia website.

Collection of samples for scientific use should always
be of the minimum amount possible. Some South
Georgian species are uncommon or even threat-
ened, and any requests to the Government to col-
lect samples of these will need to be fully justified.

Introduced Beetle
Peter Bucktrout

Brown rats were accidentally introduced to South Georgia by sealers around 200 years ago. They are present in many

areas, particularly on the mainland, and have devastated the population of burrowing petrels and the endemic South

Georgia pipit. 

In 2000/01 a Government commissioned project investigated the feasibility of eradicating rats from South Georgia.

Experts from New Zealand’s Department of Conservation, who have experience of rat eradication from New Zealand

sub-Antarctic islands, were part of the research team. 

A baiting trial was conducted on Grass Island in Stromness

Bay, with bait spread by hand. Surveys were done to check if

any birds died from eating the rat poison. Monitoring indi-

cated that there was no measurable impact on the bird pop-

ulation and that all of the rats had been removed by the

baiting. In 2005, five years after eradication, the first South

Georgia pipits were recorded nesting on the island.

Aerial bait application using specially equipped helicopters

and pilots was suggested as the preferred option for eradi-

cation because of the limitations of ground application. The

South Georgia Government Habitat Restoration Officer is

working to develop a long-term programme for the eradi-

cation of all rats. The Government hopes that funds for this

costly programme can be raised through the South Georgia

Heritage Trust.

Rat eradication trial

Rat killed on Grass Island   
Grant Dixon
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Permission is required from the Government to
undertake scientific research activities on South
Georgia (see page 73).

Pollution

Pollution started with the whalers and sealers. They
left whaling stations, shipwrecks, boats and huts.
Many of these contained polluting substances such
as oil and asbestos. Various attempts have been
made to clean up pollutants on the island over the
years, but the removal of oils and asbestos is partic-
ularly difficult and expensive.

In 2003, a major project was undertaken to clean
up Grytviken, which included the burial of asbestos
and removal of oils from shore tanks and partly
submerged whale catchers. Similar work, to remove
asbestos and prevent oil spills on land and at sea, is
required at other whaling stations. The
Government intends to address this when funds
are available, but the very substantial costs
involved mean that it is unlikely that this work can
be completed in the foreseeable future. 

The growing quantity of shipping in South Georgia
waters gives rise to increased concern about the
potential for a major fuel spill. The use by some
vessels of heavy fuel oils is a particular worry, as
their environmental impact if spilled would be far
greater than marine gas oil. The Government is
considering whether to restrict access to inshore

Measuring beak of macaroni penguin  
Keith Reid

At the beginning of the toothfish fishing season in 2003, strong winds caused two fishing vessels to be driven ashore

at the entrance to Moraine Fjord, about 3km from King Edward Point. The Korean longliner Moresko 1 ran aground

and the Falkland Islands registered Lyn was pinned onto the rocks. A total of 86 crew including officers and observers

had to be rescued. Attempts to pull the Lyn off the rocks failed. The Moresko 1 was infested with cockroaches and rats

and insecticide was used to spray items before they came ashore.

A salvage operation on the vessels was initiated following an inspection by marine surveyors. The Chilean Tug Calafate

and barge Brecknock removed some of the fuel oil from the vessels as well as other equipment and items which might

pose a risk to the environment or safety. However, a large amount of fuel and equipment was lost into the sea when

Moresko I broke up. The Government employed a tug to conduct a beach clean up operation and remove environ-

mentally hazardous material from the shores of Moraine Fjord and the Barff Peninsula. 

As the ships continue to break up more rubbish, including

ropes, foam insulation, timber, household items, plastic

boxes and polypropylene sacks, is washed ashore on the

beaches around Cumberland Bay and the west coast of the

Barff Peninsula. Many tonnes have been cleaned up by the

residents of King Edward Cove.

Whilst the Government does not currently have the legal

powers to order the owners to remove the wrecks, new leg-

islation is currently being prepared which will provide the

Government with the appropriate powers in the future.

Pollution from shipping accidents

Moresko I and Lyn   
Pat Lurcock
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South Georgia waters for vessels over a certain ton-
nage which use heavy fuel oils.

The Government expects all shipping, including
yachts, to comply with the conventions developed
by the International Maritime Organisation cover-
ing prevention of marine pollution by ships, pre-
paredness and response to incidents involving oil
and hazardous and noxious substances, prevention
of use of harmful anti-fouling systems and ballast
water management to prevent the spread of harm-
ful aquatic organisms in ballast water.

The Government has restricted ship to ship transfer
of fuel to Cumberland East Bay, so that any small
spillages are limited to one area, which is monitored. 

Oil spill contingency
plans have been pre-
pared by the British
Antarctic Survey and oil
spill response equipment
and materials are provid-
ed at King Edward Point
and Bird Island to cover
station spills. There is no
capability to deal with a
major marine pollution
incident.

Waste management

The South Georgia waste management policy is
based on Annex III (Waste disposal and waste
management) of the Environmental Protocol to
the Antarctic Treaty. It requires waste to be
reduced at source, materials to be reused where
possible and all waste, except sewage, food and
grey water, to be removed for disposal or recy-
cling outside South Georgia.

Under certain circumstances, because of practical
constraints and complex international legislation
on the transportation of waste, the Commissioner
may make exceptions to the policy. 

Waste management at Grytviken/King Edward
Point (KEP) and Bird Island is organised by the
British Antarctic Survey (BAS). The BAS have devel-
oped effective ways of minimising, packaging,
storing, transporting and recycling all types of
waste to comply with the strict requirements for
operating in Antarctica. Details are available in
the ‘BAS Waste Management Handbook’, kept at
the stations. 

When visiting areas away from KEP and Bird Island,
everyone is required to carry all waste (and all
equipment) out and return it to the support vessel
or station. Grey water must be drained into
absorbent soil away from fresh water. Toilet waste
must be disposed of directly to the sea or by burial
on land or ice, well away from fresh water.

The identification of disease antibodies in Antarctic
birds has caused concern. Special care has to be
taken with waste poultry products, including eggs
and egg shells, as they can carry avian viruses such
as Newcastle disease, which may pose a risk to
South Georgia’s birds. To reduce this risk, no poul-
try products may be taken ashore, except at
Grytviken/KEP and Bird Island. Food scraps must
not be fed to birds.

Environmental management
processes

Most activities on South Georgia require a permit
from the South Georgia Government. An assess-
ment is made by the Government before a permit
is issued and permits may be issued subject to spe-
cific conditions. The Government takes environ-
mental considerations very seriously when deciding
what activities will be permitted.

The Government does not require environmental
impact assessments for each cruise ship or yacht
visit. Such visits are generally operated by experi-
enced staff with a good knowledge of South
Georgia. They are considered to be ‘routine’ activi-
ties, but are kept under continuous review by the
Government. 

The Government’s processes for managing and min-
imising the impacts of ‘routine’ activities include:

Oil leak from tank at
Stromness whaling station 
Pat Lurcock

Compacting waste at King Edward Point 
Sarah Lurcock

South Georgia-plan for progress  9/27/06  5:54 PM  Page 54



Human Impacts 55

• Visitor application process

• Policies and procedures for management of
wastes, introduction of alien species, tourist vis-
its, Specially Protected Areas etc.

• The provision of briefing videos to vessels visiting
the island and onboard briefings on all vessels at
King Edward Cove; visitor Code of Conduct

• The completion of a number of baseline studies
for monitoring purposes. Monitoring studies will
be continued 

• The post visit reporting system, which records
the number of visitors and  nature of activities
and provides early warning of any impacts

• The availability of comprehensive information
on the South Georgia website

It is more difficult for the Government to control
and assess the impacts of non-routine activities
and expeditions. A Preliminary Assessment of the
environmental impacts of such activities is there-
fore required. 

The Government is committed under the
Environment Charter to ensure that environmental
impact assessments are undertaken before approv-
ing major projects. This will include consultation
with stakeholders. There are three levels of envi-
ronmental assessment:

• Preliminary Assessments: required for expedi-
tions, scientific projects and any non-routine
activities. A higher level of assessment may be
required

• Initial Environmental Evaluation (IEE): required
for activities which are likely to have more than
a negligible impact on the environment

• Comprehensive Environmental Evaluation (CEE):
required for major projects or activities which
are likely to have more than a minor or transito-
ry impact on the environment 

The Government has a panel of experts to assist
with the evaluation of these assessments. Further
information and guidelines for the preparation of
environmental assessments are available on the
South Georgia website.

Around 150m3 of diesel fuel is used at Grytviken and King Edward Point each year, not including extra fuel that may

be required for construction projects. This all has to be shipped in to the island. With rising fuel costs and the cost of

shipping, this is a significant expense.

The South Georgia Government is keen to reintroduce hydro power to South Georgia. The proposed scheme would

restore an old system at Gull Lake, to provide power to the Museum and King Edward Point. The use of sustainable

hydro-electric power would result in a reduction in the

emissions to the environment from the diesel generators,

a reduced need to ship fuel to the island and lower fuel

costs.

An inspection of the site was made by hydro-electric and

structural engineers in 2004/05. The cost of the project is

estimated at £1.8M. The Government has decided to pro-

ceed with the project, and subject to the results of an

environmental impact assessment work is likely to start

in the 2006/07 season.

Sustainable energy

Gull Lake dam 
Morrison/South Georgia Government
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Human Impact Policies
Aims: To manage human activities so that they cause minimal adverse impacts

on the fauna, flora and natural features of South Georgia and to encourage

activities aimed at restoring and rehabilitating damage caused by previous

human activities.

Assessment and monitoring of
environmental impacts

• The Government will assess all activities under-
taken at South Georgia as part of the permit
application process

• Routine activities such as cruise ship and yacht
visits are not required to conduct their own
environmental impact assessments

• A Preliminary Assessment (PA) of environmental
impacts is required for all non-routine activities,
such as expeditions and scientific fieldwork

• The Government may request a higher level of
environmental assessment (Initial Environmental
Evaluation (IEE) or Comprehensive Environmental
Evaluation (CEE)), subject to the likely impacts of
the activity 

• A list of IEEs and CEEs with a brief summary will
be available on the South Georgia website 

• A panel of experts will assist with the evalua-
tion of environmental impact assessments

• Post visit reporting (PVR) is required for regular
monitoring purposes

• The Government will ensure that the monitor-
ing requirements of ACAP (see page 23) and
other conventions are met 

Planning

Proposals must be submitted to the South Georgia
Government for construction and extension of
buildings. An environmental assessment may be
required

Management of hazardous substances

Prohibited and restricted substances are listed in
the South Georgia Environmental Management
Plan, 2000, and on the South Georgia website.
Exceptions may be made for management or
operational purposes at the discretion of the
Commissioner

Waste Management

• Waste management policy for existing stations
and field work is based on Annex III (Waste dis-

posal and waste management) of the
Environmental Protocol to the Antarctic Treaty

• All wastes, except sewage, food and grey
water, must be disposed of outside South
Georgia. Exceptions may be made for manage-
ment or operational purposes at the discretion
of the Commissioner 

• Ships over 400GRT certified to carry more than
10 people are required to have an on board
Waste Disposal Plan and must carry a log book
for recording information about waste disposal

• A waste management plan must be submitted
with permit applications for all land-based
activities 

• No poultry products may be taken ashore
except for use at Grytviken/KEP and Bird Island.
All vessels must retain poultry waste on board
for disposal at appropriate facilities outside
South Georgia

• Food scraps must not be fed to birds 

• Open burning is prohibited, with the exception
of small campfires and smoking, which are
allowed, with discretion, dependent on dryness
hazard situations

Prevention of marine pollution

• South Georgia policy for the prevention of
marine pollution is based on Annex IV
(Prevention of marine pollution) of the
Environmental Protocol to the Antarctic Treaty

• Vessels must comply with the relevant conven-
tions of  the International Maritime
Organisation (IMO)

• All vessels are prohibited from discharging oil,
oily mixtures and other hazardous, radioactive
or toxic material, plastics or non-biodegradable
refuse inside the South Georgia Maritime Zone
(200 nautical miles)

• All vessels (except vessels certified to carry 10
persons or less) are prohibited from discharging
untreated sewage within 12 nautical miles of
the shore. Sewage should be passed through an
IMO approved sewage treatment plant before
discharge
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For further information about South Georgia,
please visit our website www.sgisland.org

• All vessels (except vessels certified to carry 10
persons or less) are prohibited from discharging
food waste within 12 nautical miles of the
shore. Food waste should be passed through a
waste disposal unit and be able to pass through
a screen with mesh size of less than 25mm
before discharge. Poultry waste must not be
discharged

• Restrictions may be placed on the use of heavy
fuel oils. For example, ships over a certain ton-
nage may be banned from inshore waters of
South Georgia if using heavy fuel oils 

• Bunkering must only take place in Cumberland
East Bay

Mineral exploration and exploitation
At present the Government has no plans to allow
the development or exploitation of any mineral
resources at South Georgia or its surrounding
waters

Control of introduced species

• South Georgia Government policy is to control
or eradicate all non-indigenous mammal species;
the priorities for removal are rats and one of the
reindeer herds

• Strict quarantine measures must be observed to
prevent the transfer of any introduced species
to ‘uninfected’ parts of the island

Introduction of alien species 

• The introduction of alien species of plant or
animal to South Georgia is prohibited except
in accordance with a permit from the
Commissioner 

• Guidelines and procedures to prevent acciden-
tal introduction or transfer of alien species,
available on the South Georgia website, must
be followed

Sign indicating prohibited access to whaling station
David Nicholls

King penguin with oiled feathers  
David Nicholls
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